Great Divide Tours

Newsletter No. 40 Mag

GoéDay, Out &i‘ k
here Okay, pick your -

selves up off the floor, | ﬁ\,\"ja
know, it was a bit of Q%C«

shock, but yes, this is my
second newsletter this
year and the year is only
just 5 months old. Don't
worry | doubtthat | am

setting a standard, ir
fact, looking at my \

calendar over the nex )
few months, I'll be lucky ')
to have time to showe

let alone write another newsletter.

As you know, lhe purpose of my newsletters
is to keep you up to
on with Great Divide Tours, share our love
of Australia through our adventures and
provide some tips that might help you with
your travels, 4wdriving and vehicle
preparations.

Well, as I'm about to head outback for at
least 5 weeks | decided to get another
newsletter out post haste. Besides, there is
somereally cool stuff to talk about, a couple
of amazing trips coming up that you just
should get youselvesonto and big news in
regard to my 2017 Newealandour. So
let'sget on with it!

Past trips

New Zeaind 2016

I was literally running out the door to get
over to New Zealand when | issued my last
Newsletter, so let's start with how it went
this year.

V Waegall flew intoChristchurchon 27

February, it isamazing to think that from
Sydney you can fly quiek to Christchurch
than you can to Perth. Just 3 hrs across the
ditch, as | found out, it wasn't long enough
to watch the new James Bond movie, so |
had to catch the last 10 mins on the way
back!

Christchurch had had a couple of small
earthquakes just i to our arrival and

small tremors were still occurring at the rate
of 3 aday, | felt a small one that evening.

We collected our hired Toyota Hilux's and
headed off to Queenstown to start our 7 day
4wd trip. We had 8 vehicles in total plus our
guide Seve Beston. This trip was quite
n‘fe ent to the previous 6 trips Lhad tak
overtr there. he?h%hllg tﬁwag the fact
we had to load our Hilux's onto a barge to
transport them across Lake Wakatipu at
Queenstown, this was then followed by a 9
hour 4wdrve trip to cover just 45 k's of
breathtaking mountain and valley tracks.

The end of our 9 hour 4Wdtr|p to Mt Nlcholas

The next few days involved some more
gentle tracks but included some great
opportunities to meet the station owners and
watch them go abouheir work or sit down
and have a cuppaith us, this proed to be a
highlight for many orthe trip.
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We also did a couple of mainstreamurist
things too such as visit the mastuthern

part of themainlandand a beautiful

waterfall But in true Steve Beston and GDT
fashion wekeptthe besta last with an
amazing 4wd track up a river valley past lots
of cows toeventuallyclimb over one of

NZ's tallest mountairangesEven our

veteran guide Wayne Desmond, who was on
the trip with his lovely wife Belindavas

heard to exclaim over the UHF &kt : g8 FEL. S 5
steepness of the track and the breathtaking " There is nothing like our 4wd trips to
views. | have included a few photos from New Zealand

the trip, as they say a picture tells a thousand
words.
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We saw this amazing waterfall this year

BUT, the big news is, | only today spoke
with Steve Beston about otrip in 2017,
once again he and | have put our collective
thinking caps on and we will be offering a
mind blowing 4wd trip in March 2017

which will include all of the most scenic Poor Seve, even looks like Vic

tacks we have done to date, including that

amazing boat trip across the leaht GPS Course

Queenstown and that 45 k 4wd journey. No sooner had | returned from Nz, 3 days
I now have the itinerargo drop me an email later, and we had our GPSurseon at
atinfo@4wd.net.auf you would like to Bayview which was presented by Brian
receive a copy. I'm already excited about Sommerville from GPSOZ. We had4
this trip! people attenddr a great day of learning

about the origins of GPS's, map reading and
plotting coursesetc. Amongst the 14 people
we had about 12 different types of GPS
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units, so this prompted the idea of running a
specific course for users of the HEMA
Navigators as theyseem to be the most
prolific. This HEMA specific course will be
held on Saturday 7 May at Bayview, with
Brian again conducting it.

E
Lyi

%

This is what it will cover:

A comprehensive training session that
covers the use of EziOzi 4WD Off Road
Navigation (mamn emphasis) and iGO
Street Navigation.

In 4WD navigation become an expert in
changing and finding the best map
adding your own maps

creating and planning a route

working with waypoints

saving, deleting and changing track logs
intro to Hema Navigator Expler
Windows Software

In Street Navigation learn about

the Map Screenwhat does it all mean,
customisation,

Routes how to find places, multiple
stops, find POls

Quick Find

How to update maps

This 3 Hour course is offered &75er
GPS unit, so if tare are two of you with
one HEMA Navigator GPS, the cost is
just $75.

To enrol in this course just drop Vic or
Jenny and email ahfo@4wd.net.ault is
the day before Mother's Day so it would
make a great Mother's Day pees, 3 hours
of learning followed by lunch or dinner
overlooking beautiful Pittwater, what more
could a Mum ask for?

Stockton Beach tour 20 March 2016

The next day we had a fully booked
Stockton Beach trip on, again run by our
master of StocktgnAlex ally assisted by
my nephew Ty Widman. Alex is keeping
very quiet about what occurred on this trip, |
suspect he was bogged again, but has paid
off everyone to keep quiet about it.
Seriously, Alex reckons it was the best trip
ever.

Barrington Tops2¥ Felwary

Speaking of Alex and his best trip ever, he is
also the master of Barrington and he led this
trip in late February, | asked him to file a
report, here it is, believe it or not.

For some unknown reason,
whenever we have a Barrington
Tops Trip pla nned, the heavens
open and on my recent trip up into
the region in February, the heavens
did not disappoint. The local
farmers were rejoicing but | was
secretly anxious knowing what was
ahead. No such thing as bad
weather | said to my flock of
fantasticcustT | AO6 O EOOO
weather! Yeah right. So we headed
off into the wilderness and the
weather was actually perfect apart
from a few spots of rain. Dust
suppressant | quacked over the
UHF. Of course the minute we were
committed into the mountain

range, the heavens opened up to
the point we could not see a foot in
front of us. Yup. No such thing as
bad weather unless you are not in

>
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the middle of aforest heading each other's company until we all

downhill and the track turns into a retired for a well earned rest.

river with bog holes and ruts that

could eat a tractor. The following day was fantastic.
The sun was out as we made way

Sooff we went and tackled one of towards Mungo Brush where we all

the most challenging 4WD tracks in enjoyed a sensational day on the

what | would say was extremely beach.

challenging conditions and yup, we

all pulled through with no So was this the best ever trip? Yup

problems other than a massive ATA ) AAT 380 xAEO Ol
smile on our faces. there and enjoy another fantastic

trip. Oops. Did | say enjoy. | mean.
We then pulled up to a great spot y AAT 60 xAEO O CAO
for lun ch and on cue, the sun came tools for another day of hard work!
out to warm our souls. After a BEEEEEE8 $1 180 OAII
quick bite we headed off again pay him to let me work for him!  See
heading towards Barrington Tops you on the next one! Alex (Corpy)

and as soon as we passed the Dog

Fence the heavens opened up Well, there you go, Alex will work for
again. We reached camp at about nothing, he reckons he already does. By the
4pm, we always get to camp at 4pm, way, the next Barrington Trip is scheduled

. for 1415 May, it is already fully booked,
(just ask any customer that does a and because this one is accommodated with

trip with me) and our camp looked no chance of a wet camp site Alex is
like a swimming pool. allowing Wayne and Jenny to lead it. But
Alex will be back again on 220 November
| had to think fast. We were now on for another best ever, wet Barrington trip.
top of the mountain near the S cone _ _
Road with no place to camp. It was Easter Man From Snowy river trip
getting dark, you could not see a | have offered this 4 day trip through the
thing due to the rainfal |, and | had Snowy Mtns every Easter since about 1993,
to find a place to camp. No problem it is an iconic trip which can be challenging

and at times soy if the weatherchanges
nasty, -but most of the time it is simply
antastic’ lan ‘Bragg Rd this one for us and
he put a few wordggetheron it.

| said, so we continued on our way

01 OEl xA OAAAEAA 10
campsite called Pole Blue

Campsite. Not only was the area

well drained allowing great We had a GREAT trip. It was pouring
camping, it included great toilets with rain as we headed to Jindabyne to
and a communal shelter with a fire start our trip, and right on euthe clouds
bl AAA AT A OxSow€al O " "lite@ &18 disappeared, never to return
set up our tents and | built a for the rest of the weekend. (I think
fantastic fire to warm our souls. Sydney was quite wet?) We had a really
The night was spent around the pleasant drive along the Snowy river
fire, spinning yarns and enjoying before we selected low range. Arriving
at a lookout we discovered one of the
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crew had aighter load as some items You see, what lan was alludingo was that

had escaped through an [self] opening just as he was approaching Cooma his rear
canopy rear window!. We had to go back  diff went bang, punching a rather unique,
and collect all the bglketoytigeingthe gytepcasing, gpdiis 5 ¢ ¢ s o

eco friendly. Sadly the back window trusty 100 series was flat towed back to
. . . Canberr ery,. thank goodness it

di dnot survive a hatd%th%p@ e 4l oSkl by

ochi y ' no an the vteryoﬁe Has the top road

whoops. A reminder to all that loads assistance cover such as NRMA Premium
need to be restrained even in a ute fray.  Classic Care just in case these unforeseen
The following day we ascended a tricky things occur.

section of the Cobberas Track after
reviewing available lines, required
driving techniques and tyre pressures.
Everyone made it. Phewand away we
went.

Our happy campers at Davies Hut

High country trips in April x 2

The 7 day high country trips that we affe
are by far our most popular, most become
booked out well in advance of the scheduled
date. In fact our 7 day trip over the school

holidays in April was booked out by
The rest of the day traversed some great September last year! So we put on a second

tracks that others seemed to be trip immediately after it which also filledyb
struggling to drive. The GDT group took mid February.

it all in their stride with not a wheel put
wrong. Our special campsite for two
nightswas empty upon arrival and a
comfortable stay was had. The weather
continued to stay dry as we travelled to
places like the Davies High Plain, Mt
Gibbo (cloud blowing through with a
morning temp of bl"%dy cold) and Mt
Pinnibar where the there was no wind
for a change. The views were drop dead
gorgeous, of course.,
donodt deliver! The d7 igh €thttry gt S
uneventful and | even got let someone
else do the driving for the last part. What  uUnfortunately for Wayne Desmond who has
a great weekend with great company! led these trips since Noabh first learnt to row,

Track assessment on the Snowy Trlp
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he was told by his doctor he had to rest a bit,
so we threw the young kiwi, Tony into the
fray. To make things a little trickiefor
Tony, due to the calm weather, Parks
Victoria took the opportunity during the first
trip to conduct some majtrazardreduction
burns around Talbotville. This effectively
closed all the tracks we use on the last 3
days and even the delightful Talbolsil
campingarea. It was a shame their timing
for the hazard reduction corresponded with
the NSW school holidays, butguessthey
have to take theopportunitieswhen they
arise.

Via some hasty map shing, my
knowledgeof the area and Tonyability to
talk toand charm almost anyone, between us
we devised a fantastic final three days for
the first tour group.

Camp at Talbotville
By the second tour the smokedhaleared
and so had the trackén fact, Billy Goat
Bluff track, which was near impossibl®
get up after the Easter onslaughad been
graded making it now driveable once again
and Tony was able to experience this iconic
track with his second tour.

Judging by the feedback | have received
from some of our customers, it was the best
trip ever,note that Alex! See the comments
below.

Hi Vic
We recently completed your Victorian
High Country tour and it was fantastic.

We are still revelling in the memories of
it.

In particular we wanted to sayour
leader Tony was outstandindde would
appear to be a great asset to your
company, and that in all directions.

Kind Regards
Edward and Frances Wall

But wait there is more
Vic

We did the 10 to 16 gxil Victorian High
Country trip with Tony. We had a great time
and left with a greater undstanding of just
what our car could do and now have the
confidence to venture further off road than
we had before. It wouldn't have been as
much fun if we didn't have thealibreof

your guide Tony he instilled our

confidence in him from day 1 in a fiout
disciplined manner with never a harsh
word. You are lucky to have an operator like
him in your team.

Thanks againand | am sure you will see us
back again on one of your other trips in the
future.

Kind regards

Peter and Renate Lees

Thanks guys fotaking the time to email me

and a big thanks to Tony for doing an
outstanding job.
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Ridges and Rivers tour
weekend

People often ask me what is my succession
plan for GDT, given that | have two
beautiful daughters, who, let's face it, have
no interest in sleeping in a swag, wrestling a
crocodile in Arnhem Land or winching
through knee deep mud. Well luckily my
brother has two strong able bodied and
surprisingly intelligent sons (apologies to
my brother) Ty and Greg, Greg has become
a new dadof recent and like most of us
suddenly found all his time taken up with
the new addition to his family. Ty on the
other hand is getting married next March, so
I'm giving him as much outdoor experience
that | can before he too is distracted by
husbandly dués. So it was with great
anticipation that | asked Ty to lead his first
trip (bet the customers didn't know that!)
over the ANZAC weekend. Well, it seems
he had a pretty good time and even staged a
vehicle immobilisation (his own) so he
could practise higwd recovery techniques,
well done Ty, always improving otseskills.

A few short words from Ty on the trip.
Deua national park has lovely Forest
tracks.

At times some challenging tracks that
may require recovery gear or vehicle
modifications to make tating the tracks
easier.

Bendethera valley camp ground is a
place to relax around a camp fire while
the wild kangaroos, wombat & Birdlife
roam around you.

This would have to be one of the most
relaxing camp grounds in NSW

Well Ty, you certainly havéhe passion for
4wdriving and camping and fortunately not
the verbal diarrhoea that your Uncle suffers
from!

ANZAC

Lots of flex on the Riges nd Rivers
tour.

Lake Eyre in Flood tolwip 1

As you may know | only announced this trip
in my last Newsletter following good local
rain over Lake Eyre in December and
January. It quickly filled, both the trip and
the Lake. | have just returned (last Saturday)
from the first of two scheduled trips. As |
type this newsletter, Wayne and Jenny have
the second group out at Halligan Bay after
their flight over the lake on Wednesday.

Of course it was the best trip ever, just ask
Alex. We covered a lot of ground in just one
week, that is for sure, but everyone agreed,
having the opportunity to see waterliake
Eyre was rather special. Our route out west
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from Sydney took us off the beaten track via
Willandra Station, Menindee and Woomera,
we enjoyed a great night underground in
Coober Pedy before hitting William Creek
for our 2 hour flight over the Lake.

From my perspective there wasn't as much
water in it as | expected, this demonstrates
how quickly it evaporates, but what was
outstanding were the patterns in the Lake's
surface, with just millimetres of water
covering it, you could easily see the salty
lake crust just below the water surface, and
from 500 feet the patterns in the salt with the
clouds reflecting in the water were
spectacular.

The drive out to Halligan Bay and the view
from the new camping area complete with
toilet and shaded tables wassalbrilliant.
Have a look at the photos that follow.

Amazing patterns in theLakes surface

Never drive aclay pan/salt lake

Or | could title this, a funny thing happened
on the way to Coober Pedyhdre we were
merrily driving up the most boring road in
Australia with 8 vehiclestagging along
when a call over the UHF came iAll' for
Adventure, do you have a winch" Well, |
could have kept driving because who in their
right mind would confuse me for Jason from
All for Adventure? But clearly someone
needed help so | just had to gdi It turns
out that a crocodile taxidermist from
Pakistan (I kid you notl)had left the Stuart
Highway, crossed a small sand dune and
driven onto a clapan, why? | have no idea!

He hadwalked backto the highway and
flaggeddown another passingotoristwho
attemptedto snatch him out and he too
became bogged in the clagn. By the time
we got there severabther onlookers had
gathered and one had an old snatch strap tied
(with a knot) to some tie down straps
hodked up to the second vehicleth non
rated hooks despite my exclamations of
don't do it, he did Fortunately and who
knows how, nothing broke but the car
remained stuck in the mudy now | was
more forceful and stepped in and said stop!
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Lucky | had a 30mwinch strap extension
I hadto postionedthe 200 series sowasn't
on the claypan to attempt a winch recovery.
This meant| needed my 30 metre winch
strap extension, mybynamic winch rope
doubled back through a snatch block and my
bridle to connect it back to my 200, and of
courseabouthalf a dozen rated shackles in
the equation and three air breakghink the
onlookers were a little amed as to how
much recovery gedrkept pulling out of the
ORS drawers in the back of the 200.

I must admit, whilst winching from the
driver's seat, Was hiding down lowbehind
the A pillar in case anything let go. The
strapseemed tatretchfor aneternitybefore
finally the first recoveryvehicle began to
move. With its driver assisting by drivini
eventually lifted out of the now half metre
deepruts in the clayan.

Then  we reposibned  everything
lengthenedthe winch rope a little to reach
our Taidermistfriend and after another 30
mins, some spade work and some heaving
and huffing& puffing from the onlookers,
he was ffee of his sticky situ#on.

What were you doing out there?

s
hocaia S
2

The wholeexercise took ahour anda half,
and | have to say | think we were lucky to
get them out and lucky nothing broke. So
next time | get a call for help up ti&uart
Hwy, well, I'll do the right thing and el a
hand.It has also changed my thinking on the
worth of electric winches, whilst a manual
winch will always work and is a lot cheaper,
| am very glad | could get to a straight on
approach in order to use my electric winch, |
hate to think how long it wauld have taken
with the hand winch and have no doubt |
would have needed to use two snatch blocks
to make it possible to physically move the
winch handle.

As a side note to this story, they had waved
down another motorist and askd#uem to
send help (a aw truck) from the next
roadhouse (Gleraimbo) which never
arrived, so don't rely on everyone to do the
right thing. But above all, don't drive on a
clay pan or salt lake that is wet!

Driver Training

It has also been a very busy time for us
down at our Baidwood drivertraining
centre with a series ofintroductoryand
Camper trailecoursegakingplacesince
late February. On top of this we have had
half a dozen separate individual training
coursesooked over the past 2 months. It
seems more and moregple are seeing the
advantage of personalisedne on one
trainingcourse

In addition to this we rthtwo large

Corporate groups attend the 4wd training
including the Australian Federal Police and
the Australian Defence Force, we have
tailored our cotses to meet their specific
needs, which includes setting up some quite
intricate winching exercises which ste
groups split into two teams to solve a similar
problem using the recovery gear.

We are also very lucky to have exclusive
access to an unsked airport where we can
conduct off highway emergency braking and
swerve control, this is proving quite popular
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with our corporate groups. We have several
more of these groups booked over the
coming months.

Driver Training Works

Whilst the training cetre is getting plenty of
work, I'm always looking at ways of
improving it. Over the past month we have
been able to do just that. It has been quite
dry down at Braidwood allowing the bog
holes and water crossings to dry out. This
provided a window of opprtunity to get

into these obstacles with a Bob Cat and
small dozer to clean them out. Some of the
bogs were becoming impassable and needed
some attention. We also needed some scrub
clearing and a couple of new tracks to
facilitate some of the exercises a® now
running.

So after just two days of work with all the
machinery, we now have three new bog
holes, a much larger water crossing and a
very realistic rocky water crossing. Of
course we are still reliant on theavens
raining down on us to providee necessary
water to make the bogs slippery, thater
crossinghalf decent and our new rocky river
bed arealriver bed. But its only a matter of
time before this occurs.

s 2

e filled the cros‘éing With
rocks by hand, but I'm not so sure?

Bearing in mind our dependence on the
supply of water, especially for our mud
driving exercises, | have had a level area
cleared above the mud holes where
eventually | will construct a shed with a
large water tank. The water tank will be
strategicallyplaced to allow us to empty
water from it into our mud driving course.
That is all in the future, and I'll keep you
informed on the progress of this next phase
of training centre improvements.

What is coming up?

Maralinga trip

| leave on Sunday to headdk to Port
Augusta wheré will meet up with everyone
for this amazing trip. We will leave Port A
on Tuesday 3 May and spend 22 days
exploring the GawleRangesGoogs Track,
the beaches around Fowlers Bay, Maralinga
and its atomic test site, Emu and then&
Beadell Hwy, the Great Central road and
Surveyr Geneal'sCorner, then along the
Sandy Blight Junction Rd and the Gary
Junction Rd and finally down through the
Finke gorge with its beautiful red cliffs and
still billabongs. This is going to be an
amazirg journey and | hope to be able to
schedule it again for next year.

Simpson Desert tours Full!

Both our Simpson Desert trips in May and
July are now fully booked, Dave Fullerton
will be leading the first one in May followed
by lan Sheppard on the Juhjpt We are
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already getting bookings for 2017, so if you
are thinking of joining uglon'thesitate

In the footsteps of Burke & Wills

From 422 September our own Alex will be
leading this simply amazing trip. Starting in

Canning Stock Route 2016 and finallylelbourne at the very point that the original

2017

Our 2016 trip departs Ayers Rock on 15
June we have just 2 spots left if yare
considering joining usThoughtto be the
most remote 4wd track in the world, it is
also a place of great beauty and amazing
desert scenes. | have had a lot of inquiries
about whether we will run a CSR trip in
2017 and | am very pleased to say that yes
we will! Tony the Kiwi will be leading the
2017 trip in July next year, details on this
trip will be on my website by the end of next
week, but if you wish to book it, |
recommend you just email me, as | already
have 5 on a wait list for it.

E

The most isolated 4wd track in the wold

Big Red Bash We still hiekets

The Bash is sold out and the public can no
longerpurchaseicketsto it, but we can! So
if you are thinking ofoining our amazing
11 day taeplong to and from the music
concertthat rocks théesert drop me an
emal atinfo@4wd.net.al he price of our
tag-along includes your enttycketsto the
concert, it is going to be an amazing trip.
My first trip is fully booked, but we now
have Ty and Wayne Desmond leading the
second tripivhich also kicks off from Cobar
from 1 July

Burke and Wills Expedition party
commanced their epic journey, our trip will
trace their entire route from Melbourne to
Camp 119 on the Gulf of Carpentaria.

This will be a stunning trip, cloaked in

history and wrapped around some of the best
outback roads, sights and experiences that
you will ever see. We have 3 vehicles
booked on the trip thus far and | can't wax

on lyrically enough to tell you just how good
this trip will be. If you are looking for
something that encapsulates the essence of
our explorers and our great country, think
about pining Alex on this trip in September.

S Lk
” ahni B

Retracing the Burke & Wills trégic exﬁeﬁitibﬁ

Arnhem Land 17 August to 4
September 2016

Pl

This is our second trip into Arnhem Land
this yearwith thefirst onealreadyfully
booked, we have 4 bookings on it tHasso
that leaves just 4 spots remaining. It is of
course an incredible trip that will take you to
places that you simply cannot enjoy or
access without your GDT guidBrop me an
email for a detailed itinerary
info@4wdnet.au
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Vic is on prime time radio as of 6 MayUnsealed 4x4 ofine magazine asked me to

I've been part of radio 2GB Caravan
Camping and 4WD show since its inception
way back in October 2014. During that time
the show has blitzed its competitors and out
ranked all comers in its afternoomg slot

on Saturdays during Summer and its
Saturday night shift through the footy
season. But as of 6 May a big change is
taking place with the show leaving 2GB and
going over to 2UE 954 on your AM radio.

But what is more news worthy is the new
time slot it will be on during prime time

drive time radio hours of 3pm to 6pm every
Friday. Just perfect for those of you heading
home or heading away after a long week at
work. Whilst my track talk segments attempt
to shed some light of what theredssee and
doout there in our great country, its fair to
say the show format is one of having a good
laugh, talking a lot of nonsense, poking fun
at everything, especially me at times, and
generally makindistenersfeel good and
having a laugh.

CARAVAN CAMPING & 4WD SHOW

COMING TO 2‘-&" DRIVE, FRIDAY BETWEEN 3PM AND 6PM

FROM MAY 6
Extended Australia wide on DAB+ through NTS Digital

I'm not exactly sure howll do the frstthree
Fridays given I'll be deep in the Auslian
outback, but even ifdon'tmake the airways

for the first few shows you can rest assure as

soon ad'm in phonerangel'll be on air
looking to pass on some of my vast
knowledge andhcrediblybad Dad jokes.

Unsealed section

After finishing my tme with Overlander
magazine, the editor at Pat Callinan's

write a couple of articles, so | did. Well,
they must have liked them, and they did
look pretty good in the digital format
magazinebut | am biased. Anywayhey
asked me if | had any more material. Well,
that could have been a facetious question,
but I have since written another half dozen
yarns soon to begin appearing in Unsealed
4x4, you just have to google it and join up
and it is emailed to you each mbritee of
charge. Of course my impending trip way
out west is going to give me a truck load
more material so keep an eye out for it too
throughout the rest of this year.

Facebook, We're on it

Like it or loathe it, the real facts are that |
have embraceit totally, especially when

I'm away on tour. As soon as | get some
phone coverage you will see me pounding
away on my iphone, putting up the latest
photos and video clips from my adventures,
keeping you up to date on track and weather
conditions along wih the odd cream bun
and chicken parmy. Just have a look at the
Great Divide Tours facebook page over the
past couple of months, you will see clips
from the plane over Lake Eyre, some
incredible scenery from New Zealand and
even the making of our new rockiyer
crossing at the 4wd training centre. And of
course next week I'll be at it again as | lead
our 22 day Maralinga trip and update
Facebook with all the amazing things we
will be seeing and doingdere is the link to

it https://www.facebook.com/Gre8livide-
Tours153808191334980/

Follow us on our trips

All of my outback trips are tracked via our
Spot Trackers, have a look at this link
http://www.4wd.net.au/4wdburs/follow-us
on-our-trips

and see where we went on our recent Lake
Eyre trips, or follow my progress from 3
May on the Maralinga trip, it is amazing
technologythat updates our positicevery
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10 mins and translates it to a Google map so
you can see exactly where we are exploring
and camping

Another birthday in the outback anﬂ

another milestone for Vic

On the 18 May | will be celebrating my

62" birthday, this time I'll be at Suryer
Generals Corner, one of the places I've had
on my bucket list for a while. Then just a
few days after this I'm hoping to accomplish
another massive milestone in my wonderful
life of exploring Australia, | plan to make
my 21 crossing of the Simpson Bert.

Which track | intend to take to notch up this
milestone is yet to be decided, you see, we
are in negotiations at present to possibly
access a track that has only been used twice
before, if we are successful I'm hoping to
include this amazing new ute across the
desert on my calendar of trips for 2017, as
they say, watch this space, or better still
follow me on my Spot Tracker.

avoid it or find it for your s@r panels
and shows you the time of sunrise and
sunset, | referred to this often on my
recent Lake Eyre trip so we knew how
uch daylight (and fly time, did |
ention the flies were bad?) we had
remaining before making camp. It also
has a spirit level builinto it which has
proved quite handy when trying to be on
the level with someone or something.

The latest App | started using courtesy
of one of my customers, Duac Guy
and many others on my Lake Eyre trip is
FlightRadar24, | have the payable app
at just $5 but it gives a bit more detalil
than the free app. What does it do? Well,
you know when you are driving along or
sitting in camp and you see a plane pass
overhed high in the sky? Well this App

A couple of Apps to assist you on yolgntifies the plane for you, tells you

travels.

Well actually there are quite a few I've
been using of late, some areed and
some have a small fee attached.
CampAspectwas developed by one of
my customers, it allows you to
determine which way is North when you
get into camp, shows you the trajectory
of the sun, great if you are trying to

where it has come from and where it is
going, flight time and flight number and
even the type of plane. A bit of fun that
takes away the mystery of all those
UFQO's we see. BTW, enlagghe map to
the world, you will be blown away at
how manyplanesare in the sky aany
one time, then zoom into somewhere
like LA airport and see 100 times more

13

GREAT DIVIDE TOURS
4WD Driver Training, 4WD Tag-along tours, TeamBuilding, OH&S 4WD Training
02 99131395info@qgreatdividetours.com.au www.4wd.net.au




